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Who's Who in the Parish

Clergy

During the Interregnum, please contact Jennifer, our Parish Administrator, until
we have a new Parish Priest

St Mary & St Eanswythe's
Parish Administrator Jennifer Griffin              01303 252947

email: sainteanswythe@gmail.com  

Churchwardens Tom Bertram,    07748 434341        01303 890986           
Andrew Plested, 201 Canterbury Road    07860 175123        01303 241124

PCC Hon. Secretary Jennifer Griffin              01303 252947
email: sainteanswythe@gmail.com 

            Hon. Treasurer }  Jenny Coleman,    
Gift Aid   }
Planned Giving   Pam Keeling

PCC Members Jan Clarke Jenny Coleman
Marilyn Edey Vicky Friedrich (Synod Rep)
Catriona Hunter Patricia Skelsted
David Wright

If you would like to get in touch with any member of the PCC 
please contact the Parish Office (01303 252947)

Electoral Roll          Jennifer Griffin              01303 252947

Organist and Choir Director Malcolm Munro sainteanswythemusic@gmail.com
Children’s Church Clare Tomlinson              07751 423796
Safeguarding Lead   Tom Bertram    07748 434341        01303 890986
Safeguarding Officer Caroline Hayward cazrolinehayward@gmail.com            07876 358918
Church Day Schools St Mary's, Warren Road                   Head Teacher - Amanda Wolfram 251390

St Eanswythe's, Church Street     Head Teacher - Claire Jacobs 255516
Church Flowers Jan Clarke and Jenny Coleman
Church Welcomers Judy Doherty judy.doherty59@gmail.com
Bell Ringers Mike Godfrey, 6 Cauldham Lane, Capel-le-Ferne              01303 242159
Rendezvous Advertising Paul Furminger, 37 Dymchurch Road, Hythe              01303 265547

(e-mail: epmfurminger@btinternet.com)
Rendezvous Assembler Andrew Plested (e-mail: andrew_plested@yahoo.co.uk)              01303 241124
Rendezvous Distribution Catriona Hunter  (e-mail: trina@monrepos.org)              01303 248006

St Augustine’s Centre
Bookings: Carol Godden         07894 706971

Front Cover:  The Beheading of John the Baptist by Carravagio

Deadline for the next Rendezvous Edition: 20th of the month, but December 10th for the January
edition. Please submit articles in 16 point text - this shows you how much fits on a page once it is
reduced for printing.

Please contact Andrew Plested as above
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CALENDAR
Services and Events in August 2024

Thur 1 10.30 Holy Communion
Kindly Presided over by Fr. John Tomlinson

Sat 3 Wedding of Jason Harris & Deanna Brown
Sun 4 Tenth Sunday after Trinity

10.30 SUNG EUCHARIST
Kindly Presided over by Fr. John Tomlinson 

Thur 8 10:30 Holy Communion
Kindly Presided over by Fr. Barry Preece

Sat 10 11.00 Ukrainian Hospitality 
Sun 11 Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

10:30 SUNG EUCHARIST with Children’s Church
Kindly Presided over by Fr. John Tomlinson
12.00 Shared Lunch

Thur 15 10:30 Holy Communion
Kindly Presided over by Fr. Barry Preece

Sun 18 Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
10:30 SUNG EUCHARIST
Kindly Presided over by Fr. Barry Preece
12:30 Baptism of Henry Nunn

Thur 22 10:30 Holy Communion
Kindly Presided over by Fr. Barry Preece

Sat 24 15.00 Bayle Music Concert
Sun 25 Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

10:30 SUNG EUCHARIST
Kindly Presided over by Fr. Barry Preece
12:30 Baptism of Ethan Webb

Thur 29 The Beheading of John the Baptist
10:30 Holy Communion
Kindly Presided over by Fr. Barry Preece

September
Priests Kindly Presiding over Services still to be confirmed

Thur 5 10.30 Holy Communion
Sat 7 11.00 Ukrainian Hospitality 
Sun 8 Festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30 SUNG EUCHARIST with Children’s Church

_____________________________________
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The Woodward Hall is available for hire 
for Wedding Receptions, Family Parties, Club Meetings etc.

Details from Tracy Arnold at St Eanswythe’s School on 01303 255516 during
school hours

The church is now open for private
prayer. The schedule is:

� 11.00-13.00   
Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday

Church Hire
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Parking in the School Playground

We are grateful to the Headteacher of St
Eanswythe’s School for allowing us to
use the school playground as a car park
on Sundays and on other occasions.   In
order to protect the school’s security, the
gates will now be locked on Sunday
morning at 10.25 and opened when the
service is finished.  On other occasions
the gates will be locked 5 minutes before
the service or concert begins and opened
immediately afterwards.  Parking permits
for Sunday services are available from
the Churchwardens.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Why not subscribe to Rendezvous? 
Save money. £12 for an annual subscription starting in January. Have it delivered or
collect from church. Ways to pay - use the QR code on the back cover, the Donation
Station in church, the Donate Button on our website, cash, or cheque inside a named
envelope in the donation box. Or contact Catriona Hunter - details inside front cover.

Don’t forget the Donation Station!
There are so many ways that you can make donations or pay for our range of
merchandise.

Cash and cheques can be placed in the box by the main door, and credit card
payments can be made in several ways:

� by scanning the QR code on the weekly pew sheet or the back of Rendezvous;
� by clicking the Donate Button on our website; or
� by using the Donation Station adjacent to the sales table.

The Donation Station is a very easy way to donate or pay by credit card.  It has a
touch screen, works just like the card machines in shops and takes contactless and
chip-and-pin payments.  You can even add Gift Aid to your donation.  If you need a
hand with it the first time, just ask for help.
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Companions of Eanswythe – 

Holy Habits Part 8
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St Eanswythe Festival

The Festival this year will be very special as we will start the ‘celebrations’ with a
service on Thursday 12 September at 7.00 p.m. 
This will be conducted by Archdeacon Darren and he will be blessing the new
Reliquary which will house St Eanswythe’s bones.

The Reliquary will be on show in the
church on Saturday 14 and Sunday 15
between the hours of 11-1.00.  
Our Festival Day will be Saturday 14 and
we already have stallholders lined up -
more are Welcome. There will of
course, be cake and refreshments and
some musical entertainments, and a
Raffle.
And we will also have our Loved Items
stall – so please start thinking about what
you can donate.  We will appreciate your

gifts – please drop items into church (on the right hand side as you come in) from
September 1 onwards.
The Friends of St Eanswythe’s will be selling all Christmas cards and Recipe Books
at a reduced price so come along and find some early Christmas bargains.

We look forward to seeing you.

Jenny Coleman
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Ride and Stride

Ride and Stride takes place this year on Saturday 14th September.  The Plested
family (including Andrew testing the battery range of his scooter!) will once again
be pounding the streets of Folkestone visiting the churches.  If anyone else would
like to take part either walking or cycling around the churches please contact
Marilyn Edey for further details.  Half the sponsorship raised will go to The Friends
of Kent Churches and the rest to St Mary and St Eanswythe to help maintain our
beautiful church.
As I may be difficult to find at times, what with Choir rehearsals and other matters,
I would be grateful, if you are able to sponsor me, if you would speak to Marylin
Edey.  Thanks, Andrew

����������������������

The Art Haus is a brand new art
supply store, event space and gallery
located at 3 Grace Hill, between the
Library and Market Square. For
more info visit
arthausfolkestone.com     
or contact
info@arthausfolkestone.com
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Sunday Eucharist and Red Letter Day Gospels

Sunday 4 August- 10th after Trinity – John 6, 24-35
For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the

world. ‘Sir’ they said ‘always give us this bread’. Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in

me will never be thirsty’.
Jesus frees us to embrace God's redeeming will. Jesus frees us to follow him for

reasons other than self-satisfaction or personal gain. Being open to God and
submitting to Jesus means that our actions are less important because we are not in

charge.

Sunday 11 August – 11th after Trinity – John 6.35, 41-51
I am the bread of life, Your ancestors ate manna in the wilderness, and they died.  This

is the bread that came down from heaven, 
so that one may eat of it and not die.

When we think that we can go on in our own strength, the demands of life soon begin
to defeat us.  The strength that only God can provide is our hope of continuing to the

end of our earthly journey.

Sunday 18 August – 12th after Trinity – John 6.51-58
. ‘Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them

up on the last day’. Jesus promises. ‘Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide
in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the

Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me’.
Jesus compares salvation to eating his flesh and drinking his blood. In this passage,
Jesus is claiming to be the "true bread from heaven" and the only source of salvation

for the world.

Sunday 25 August – 13th after Trinity – John 6.56-69
Many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him.  So Jesus asked
the twelve ‘Do you also want to go away? Simon Peter answered him ‘Lord to whom

can we go? You have the word of eternal life’.
The life of faith is a life of continual choice.  God does not compel obedience, but he

guides and strengthens those who keep their trust in him.

Red Letter Days

Tuesday 6 August – the Transfiguration of Our Lord – Luke 9.28-36

Thursday 15 August – Blessed Virgin Mary – Luke 1.46-55
Mary said ‘My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for

he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely from now on all
generations shall call me blessed.’

God redeemed the world by making the divine incarnate in the human as a perfect
sacrifice.  He chose the Virgin Mary to be the mother through whom the purpose

would be fulfilled.

Tuesday 24 August – St Bartholomew - Luke 22.24-30
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More Food for Thought

 "Amidst the vast scene of the world’s problems and tragedies you may feel that
your own ministry seems so small, so insignificant, so concerned with the trivial.
 What a tiny difference it can make to the world that you should run a youth club, or
preach to a few people in a church, or visit families with seemingly small result.  But
consider: the glory of Christianity is its claim that small things really matter and that
the small company, the very few, the one man, the one woman, the one child are of
infinite worth to God.  Consider our Lord himself. Amidst a vast world with its vast
empires and vast events and tragedies our Lord devoted himself to individual men
and women, often giving hours and time to the very few or to the one man or
woman."

Michael Ramsey Archbishop of Canterbury 1961 – 1974

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION

The Lady Chapel is now set apart for silent prayer and meditation on
Wednesdays between 11 a.m. and 12 noon. Fr John has written a guide
available to anyone who would like to explore this ancient Christian
way of praying. You will be most welcome to join us.
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The Friends of St Mary & St Eanswythe

The Friends of St Mary and St Eanswythe were formed in 2014. The Friends are
dedicated to the preservation of St Mary and St Eanswythe’s church as a place of
Christian worship and a focal point of historical interest for residents and visitors to
Folkestone. All funds raised are devoted to the upkeep of the building and to the
furtherance of public understanding of its history, architecture, and significance.

To find out more please visit http://friendsofstmaryandsteanswythe.org.uk

Single Membership £10 per annum.     Joint or Family membership £15 per annum.
Reduced income £5 per annum.

Cash or cheques made payable to The Friends of St Mary and St Eanswythe can be
sent to Pam Keeling, 13 Wellfield Road, Folkestone, CT20 2PJ.
Electronically: Barclays Bank sort code 20-02-62:           Account number 93016250

Please use your surname as the reference.
Email: info@friendsofstmaryandsteanswythe.org.uk 

For existing Friends annual subscriptions are due now and if you were uncertain
how to pay please see the above details.

New Membership Form

Full name: _________________________________________

Partner’s name _____________________________________

(Only fill this out if this is a joint membership)

Address: __________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________ Post code: _________

Email: _____________________________________________

Phone no:  __________________________________________
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Update on filling our vacancy for a new priest

Following the selection process for the vacancy of
Priest in Charge of St Mary & St Eanswythe with St
Saviour, Folkestone, we are pleased to announce that
The Revd Christopher Johnson has formally
accepted the appointment.  

He is currently Associate Vicar of Wigston Benefice
in the diocese of Leicester. It has been agreed that
Christopher will celebrate Michaelmas in his current
parish and move to the Canterbury diocese in early
October.

The licensing service will take place on Friday 11th October at 7 p.m. by Bishop
Rose.

Please pray for Christopher as he takes up his new ministry.

����������������������

The Art Haus is a brand new art
supply store, event space and gallery
located at 3 Grace Hill, between the
Library and Market Square. For
more info visit
arthausfolkestone.com     
or contact
info@arthausfolkestone.com

Living in Love and Faith

 

You may have read about this Church of England initiative recently and of the
debates in General Synod.  
Issues of gender and sexuality are intrinsic to people's experience: their sense of
identity, their lives and the loving relationships that shape and sustain them.

Living in Love and Faith sets out to inspire people to think more deeply both about
what it means to be human, and to live in love and faith with one another.

It tackles the tough questions and the divisions among Christians about what it
means to be holy in a society in which understandings and practices of gender,
sexuality and marriage continue to change.

You can download the Living in Love and Faith book as a pdf from the Church
of England website here:

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith/living-love-and-faith-book

It is a very sensitive issue, which some members of the Church of England are
making a touchstone.  Indeed the Church of England Evangelical Council have
recently established an Alliance for those churches who believe that offering
blessings to faithful same sex couples goes against Biblical teaching.  There are
others in the C of  E who believe that the Church should be inclusive and
welcoming to all.  Where we as individuals and as a Christian community here in
Folkestone stand is a matter for our own consciences and understanding of Christ’s
mission as recorded in the Gospels. 

The future is by no means certain. We must be prepared for it to be a bumpy road!
 

God gives us human beings who make God credible through their lives. 
Rowan Williams Archbishop of Canterbury 2002-2012

 
O Lord, you have given us your Word
for a light to shine upon our path;
grant us so to meditate on that Word,
and to follow its teaching,
that we may find in it the light
that shines more and more until the perfect day;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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Sunday 11th August
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Children’s Church begins in church at 10.30 a.m..  

We do hope you can join us for  ….  

� singing, 
� making things, 
� learning about Jesus and much, much more!

To find out about it, ring Clare Tomlinson 07751 423 796

Do you like blank paper? Or could you fill it?
Contributions always welcome.
andrew_plested@yahoo.co.uk
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What should you do ……..

if someone asks you to do something wrong?

if you see someone being hurt, by words or by being ignored?

if you know that something is really against what Jesus wants?

In Children’s Church this month we found out about John the Baptist and
how he always knew what to do, in every situation, even when he was put in
prison, even as he faced death….

HE STOOD UP FOR JESUS!

Just as John the Baptist stood up for Jesus, we can too, and we know that
Jesus will never let us down and always support us.

We prayed …….

In your love, Lord Jesus,
I can stand up tall,
do what’s right,
do what’s good,
live the way I know I should.

In your love, Lord Jesus,
I can stand up tall.  Amen

…….and we made pop up people to help us remember to 

STAND UP FOR JESUS
                     before                                                 and popped up!

Clare Tomlinson 

PS next time – 11th August, Jesus is the bread of life – we’ll be making some dough to
bake and our new programme will be out!!!   Don’t miss it!
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Commemoration of the Month
St Bartholomew, Apostle

24 August

Bartholomew was one of the Twelve Apostles
mentioned in four New Testament lists of The
Apostles (Mark 3:18, Matt. 10:3, Luke 6:14, and Acts
1:13).  Apart from these, nothing is known about him
from the New Testament. Bartholomew is a family
name meaning “son of Tolmai, or Talmai,” so he may
have had another personal name. For that reason and
because he was always associated with St. Philip the
Apostle in the Gospel lists, a 9th-century tradition
identified him with Nathanael, who, according to
John 1:43–51, was called with Philip by Jesus. Upon
seeing Nathanael, Jesus said, “Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!” This identification
sought to explain how the otherwise unknown
Bartholomew could be mentioned in the Apostle lists, while Nathanael, whose call
is explicitly described by John, does not figure in them. His full name would then be
Nathanael bar Tolmia.

A 4th-century Ecclesiastical History relates that, when the 2nd-century teacher St.
Pentanes of Alexandria made a visit to India, he found a Hebrew copy of The 
Gospel According to Matthew, which had been left behind there by Bartholomew,
who by tradition had served as a missionary in India, Ethiopia, Mesopotamia, 
Parthia (in modern Iran), Lycaonia (in modern Turkey), and Armenia. He is said to
have been martyred by flaying and beheading at the command of the Armenian king
Astyages. His relics were supposedly taken to the Church of St.
Bartholomew-in-the-Tiber, Rome.

Can you find Bartholomew in one of the striking mosaics that form the reredos of
our High Altar?  The clue is that he is depicted with the instrument of his death!

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God
who gave to your apostle, Bartholomew grace 

truly to believe and preach your word:
grant that your Church may love the word which he believed 
and may faithfully preach  and receive the same:
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord
who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
one God now and for ever. 

Readings  OT Isaiah 43.8-13    NT Acts 5.12-16    Gospel Luke 22.24-30
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St Eanswythe, Patron Saint of Folkestone, Colouring Book

Once upon a time, not so long ago, when
Marilyn and Catriona were on church
welcoming duty, a father and his two young
daughters came into the church.  The girls
wanted to do some colouring, but although
there were plenty of crayons in the children’s
corner, there was nothing for them to colour
in.  This was how the idea for a St Eanswythe
colouring book came about.
We have worked with local artist, Dandi
Palmer, to create a beautiful colouring book
with 40 varied pictures and something for all
ages.  We hope that it will give a true feeling
of what you may be able to see in and around
the church.  You’ll find pictures of St
Eanswythe, the Reverend David Railton MC,
the church organ, various plants and animals
that you might find inside the church or in the
churchyard, even the church mouse and one
of the spiders.  Though please forgive us our
artistic licence over the likes of the
kingfisher. 
We are grateful to Rendezvous magazine for sponsoring the printing of the colouring
book.  You can buy the book at the sales table for £5, which we are sure you will agree
is very good value indeed.  Even if colouring isn’t your ‘thing’, this is a book you will
want for your coffee table.

____________________________________________

Finding Eanswythe
Whilst the Finding Eanswythe Project has come to a
conclusion, the working group will continue with
their research. This book covers the findings over the
six-year programme with a series of essays covering
such topics as The Legend of St Eanswythe, A
Minster in the early Mediaeval Landscape, Minster
to Priory, Folkestone and the English Reformation,
St Eanswythe’s Water, St Eanswythe’s Chapel,
Matthew Woodward and Eanswythe Found. All by
various members of the Research Group.

This 54 page book is available from our sales table
priced at £5.
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The Power Behind The Pulpit 
I asked permission to use this title, Fr. John laughed but never actually said no….

Dedicated to the memory of my Grandmother, Kate Rogers 1928 - 2024

Summer has apparently come and gone in all of ten minutes, which to be fair is an
improvement on the 8 and a half minutes we got last year….

Obviously the main topic of conversation is the appointment of Rev. Chris Johnson.
I had the pleasure of meeting Rev. Chris and his lovely wife Laura on Interview day
and can truly say that I liked them both immensely and they laughed at all my jokes,
so clearly they have excellent taste!!

I know that I speak for all of us when I say that I am thoroughly looking forward to
his arrival. 

Summer has emerged as a lovely quiet time in Church life. Easter and the APCM
have passed, Christmas has yet to come and there is a stillness that lends itself
perfectly to reflection and prayer. 

As the sunlight streams through the stained glass and fills the Church with light and
colour, it is a very special experience to be in the Church by myself and one I know
I will always carry with me. 

Although the trill of the Office telephone somewhat brings me back to the mortal
realm! Nothing quite like running through the Nave, the Chancel, the Choir Vestry,
the passageway and up the stairs to make you realise you need to eat less jaffa cakes.
(Just to be clear, I will never eat less jaffa cakes but it’s nice of the telephone to
remind me that I probably should.)

The calm at this time has allowed me to ponder the big issues in life. For instance
will Rev. Chris like K-Pop? And more importantly, will he let me keep the title of
this article???
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SALE!

Stock clearance sale – Christmas will soon be upon us and as we all know
everything is becoming so expensive. The remaining stock will be on sale at the St
Eanswythe Festival in September. 
Why not get ahead of the rush and purchase some bargains, while stocks last?
Christmas cards at 20p each, cannot be beaten (pack of 10 costs £2) and ideal gifts
for friends or family Recipe Books 2 for £5.
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Help for the Homeless

The Folkestone Rainbow Centre is a favourite local charity and
receives strong support from churches in Folkestone.  This is the
first in a series of articles about what it does, focusing on its

Homeless Support Service.
Homelessness is on the increase as the cost-of-living crisis continues to bite.  Our
area has about 40 people sleeping rough.  Last year it was 28.
A few years ago, there used to be one or two women among them but now they are
just over one in five.
The Homeless Support Service is provided by a team of five, supported by a small
army of volunteers doing 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. weekday shifts.  Last year, they dealt with
2,224 enquiries and staff tackled 218 complex cases, each involving around 32
days’ work. Now, they have 34 active cases.
People finish up on the streets for various reasons, including relationship
breakdown, rent arrears or a no-fault eviction, escaping violence at home, antisocial
behaviour or losing their job.
The Service offers a wide range of support for rough sleepers:  there’s a breakfast
club from Monday to Friday, they can use the shower, have their washing done, be
given sleeping bags, tents, clothes, toiletries, and a bag of food on Fridays.
A nurse comes in weekly, a hairdresser monthly and a dental van quarterly.  There’s
also a weekly benefits clinic, a fortnightly substance misuse recovery clinic and
three health and well-being events a year.

Church volunteers
For the last 15 years or so, there has been a Winter Shelter.  Churches and
individuals have always donated funds.  Before the pandemic, seven local churches
opened their church halls one night a week for three months, providing a
home-cooked dinner and a bed for the night to 13 people. 

Covid changed all that. A local bed-and-breakfast hotel has been used for the last
four years, with church volunteers still cooking the evening meal.

People in the Shelter are offered daily support, helping them plan how they will
move on.  Last winter, 18 people went through the programme. 

They went on to find accommodation, a rehab programme or mediation back to their
family.  They were helped to apply for housing benefit and grants for furniture and
rent deposits.  Budget planning and some personal support helps maintain their
tenancy. 

There are plans for a community gardening project with volunteer mentors and a
supported housing project to help address the local shortage of rooms for rent.
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Befriending/mentor volunteers from a variety of backgrounds – including those with
lived experience of homelessness and the transition to sustained tenancy – will be
urgently needed in the autumn when the housing project begins. 
Hopefully, the work will be supported by a grant from the government as part of a
national pilot but will go ahead anyway.

If you’d like to volunteer to support this work contact the Volunteer Development
and Events Officer Andrew Bragg on volunteering@rainbow-centre.org or 01303
850733.
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News from St Eanswythe’s School
Dear All
It is coming to the end of a very busy school year. There have been many wonderful
school trips to places far and wide. Our pupils have been fortunate to have taken
part in a huge variety of exciting sporting events. 
School has been lucky to have had some amazing visitors who have lead us in some
fabulous workshops. Bishop Rose came to visit our school again, and we had a
moving service of Baptism and Confirmation for 13 of our children. We look
forward to seeing Bishop Rose in the next school year. 
We are all looking forward to our summer holidays, where we can relax and be
recharged ready for the year ahead. Our new Ducklings reception class have been in
for several visits and are ready for their official start date in September.
It is also a sad time as we say good bye. We have already wished Father John a long
and happy retirement, On Friday at our leavers service we say goodbye to two
members of staff and wish them well in their new ventures. We also say a big
farewell to year 6, as they move onto their secondary school. We send them off with

our love and best wishes in their
new school, and hope they will
come to visit from time to time
to let us know how they are
getting on. The photo is of their
recent trip to Harry Potter
World where a good time was
had by all.
We wish you all a very happy,
peaceful and safe summer and
will bring you more news from
our school in September. 

Kim



20

Bookworm – What Catriona Has Been Reading

You Are Here – David Nicholls (2024)
I loved, loved, loved this book and read it in every spare moment for

two days.  Of course that’s what being on holiday is all about.
It’s about the very tender blossoming of love between two socially inept, middle
aged people who are thrown together by their bossy friend on the coast to coast
walk. Both of them really prefer their own company, and both have failed marriages
behind them, but somehow amidst the atrocious weather they strike up a friendship,
and one thing starts to lead to another.  But of course things don’t go smoothly, what
with interfering landladies, ghastly rooms, and passers-by at inopportune moments. 
David Nicholls is an expert at writing about the awkwardness of romance, especially
the early stages, and I found myself wanting to give both Marnie and Michael a
good shake.  This delightful book is full of gentle humour about the minutiae of
everyday life, and I drove Chris mad by chuckling out loud rather too frequently. 
I cannot recommend this wonderful book enough.  It should also be available on
BBC Sounds having been the Book at Bedtime fairly recently.

The Wild Swimmers – William Shaw (2024)
This is no 5 in the wonderful DS Alex Cupidi series.  It was a fabulous read and
very exciting - I wish I could have read it through in one sitting rather than over
several days.  Not only do I adore the characters in this series, but I love the fact that
the stories are set locally.  Folkestone gets quite a few mentions, although the wild
swimmers of the title are from nearby Hythe, and the body is washed up at
Dungeness.
There are several storylines in this book, the main one being identifying the
murderer of the dead swimmer.  Ex PC Bill South features in another of the
storylines - getting himself into deep water (literally and metaphorically) when
helping DC Jill Ferriter to find out more about the father she has never met.
I really can't get enough of these characters and have read some of the earlier books
in the series several times.  If you're new to William Shaw I would suggest starting
with The Birdwatcher, because as with any series you get far more enjoyment from
reading the books in order.

An Ideal Husband – Erica James (2024)
On Boxing Day Kip suddenly announces that he wants a divorce, something that
comes completely out of the blue for his wife Louisa.  As far as she is concerned
they’ve been happily married for years.  But Kip has been having an affair with Zoe
who is young enough to be his daughter.  Indeed, she is his son’s ex-girlfriend!!
And that’s just the start of it.  There are plenty more shocks in store for this family.
Making this a very good read.  Perfect holiday reading really. But then Erica James’
books are always brilliant, and I really missed these wonderful characters once I had
finished the book.

Catriona
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.

What would you like your legacy to be? Leaving money to the church in your
will is a wonderful way to ensure that our church will be here for future
generations. There are also some benefits for your inheritance tax bill, too. So,
if you’re thinking of adding a charitable bequest in your will, here’s what you
need to know.
Big or small, your donation could be of huge help in keeping our beautiful
church cared for in the future. 
As you may already know, like money you leave to your spouse, gifts to
charities aren’t taxed. And if you leave at least 10% of your estate to a
charitable cause, your inheritance tax rate drops from 40% to 36%. This means
that for every £100 you leave to charity; it only really costs your family £24.

Please give this some thought



22

    Telephone             5 West Terrace
       255066                   Folkestone
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Furnishing Fabrics

Loose Covers
Curtains and Blinds

FURNISHERS OF 
BEAUTIFUL HOMES
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(Building Services) Ltd.
www.steedbuilding.co.uk

________________________

Building and Plumbing

Tel/FAX 01303 892488
Unit G Forge Meadow, Hawkinge,

Folkestone CT18 7JA
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Antiques and Architectural Salvage

Items Bought and Sold
Telephone 01303 221050

Mobile  07785 594384
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HELPFUL CONTACT NUMBERS  

Rainbow Centre
69 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, CT20 2AF
email: enquiries@rainbow-centre.org
Telephone: 01303 850733

Help Through Hardship - to be assessed for a Shepway Foodbank Voucher and for        
        other assistance   Telephone: 0808 208 2138 Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Samaritans
National telephone: 116 123 (this number is free to call)
email: Samaritans: jo@samaritans.org
Telephone: 0330 094 5717 (local call charges apply)
Visit our branch: 
Samaritans Folkestone 9 Cambridge Gardens Folkestone Kent CT20 1DB
Usual hours open to receive callers at the door: 

Mon ...  00:00-08:00 & 19:00-23:00
Tue .... 08:00-21:00
Wed ... 08:00-23:00
Thu .... 08:00-24:00
Fri ..... 00:00-02:00 & 17:00-24:00
Sat ....  00:00-02:00 & 08:00-13:00 & 23:00-24:00
Sun ...  00:00-08:00 & 19:00-24:00

The Salvation Army
Canterbury Road  Folkestone CT19 5NL     Telephone: 01303 251379
Website: www.salvationarmy.org.uk      email: folkestone@salvationarmy.org.uk

Cruse Bereavement Care
Telephone: 0844 8009104     email: southkent@cruse.org.uk
National helpline: 0808 808 1677 
If you live in postcodes CT14 to CT22 and TN23 to TN30 you are located in the
South Kent Area of Cruse and we are here to support you. Don't be put off because
our Area Office is�located in Ashford - in the majority of cases we travel to you.

Age UK
For advice on money, care or health 0800 055 6112 
��������	
������	��	������	
���	��������� +� 
Telephone: 01303 279621 Opening hours Monday-Friday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Citizens Advice
For advice and assistance on benefits, Universal Credit, debt, employment, housing,
legal issues.  Contact by phone first (no drop in service at present).  
Telephone 01303 241435 – for a local advice and call back service.
Telephone 0808 278 7846 - for free Kent advice line service
Website www.citizensadvice.org.uk
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Wanted
Advertisers for 

Rendezvous Magazine

Advertising Rates:  £40 per annum for one sixth of a page
£60 per annum for one third of a page
£90 per annum for one half of a page
£180 per annum for one full page 

please contact  Paul Furminger
01303 265547

epmfurminger@btinternet.com
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nzplumbingandheating@gmail.com
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MUSIC NOTES

The final concert in the Bayle Music 2023-24 season takes place in
church at 3 p.m. on Saturday 24 August and will be given by Heather
Sargeson and Marianne Kelly who will perform a beguiling, not to

say exciting programme of suites for piano – four hands. Their programme consist
of Debussy’s ‘Petite Suite; Peter Warlock’s ‘Capriol Suite’; Ravel’s ‘Ma Mère
L'Oye’ (Mother Goose) and an arrangement of the final movement from
Rimsky-Korsakov’s ‘Scheherazade’ suite.
Admission is £10 - FREE for children and students. You can pay in advance online
here:

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/bayle-music

https://www.soundsfolkestone.co.uk/initiatives/bayle-music/
 OR

This QR code for any of our concerts

And at the door from 2.30 p.m.

Details of the Bayle Music 2024-25 concert programme are now on a leaflet available
in church.  We at Bayle Music thank you for your support throughout this season.

_________________________________

Food for thought

If you fail, never give up because FAIL means 

FIRST ATTEMPT IN LEARNING.

End is not the end. In fact END means 

EFFORT NEVER DIES.

If you get NO as an answer, remember NO means 

NEXT OPPORTUNITY.

Time to change our mindset?
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   Kingsnorth Gardens

The name 'Kingsnorth Gardens' can be attributed to John Kingsnorth (once a tenant
farmer at Ingles Farm) who excavated what is now the site of Kingsnorth Gardens to
produce material for bricks for local building projects, mainly the Viaduct. The kilns
were near the railway arch that spans Cheriton Road.
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The Parks Committee received instructions to proceed with the creation of a garden.
Work was planned by Mr G E Roden, parks superintendent at the time. The work
began in 1926 with a workforce of unemployed men and a budget of £3,500.
The design was typical of the time, a blend of garden styles from Oriental to
Italianate, suffused with English eccentricity.  The upper garden was to consist of a
shelter and terrace overlooking the rose garden.
Pergolas were erected for the climbing roses, providing shaded walks where the
sight and scent of the roses could be appreciated at eye level. Over 2000 roses were
planted. The central garden consisted of lawns and formal ponds - two large and two
small, the large two complete with fountains, waterlilies and goldfish.
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The centrepiece was the stunning weeping ash tree, which was transplanted from its
original location in Sandgate Road.
The lower garden was largely laid to lawn with a combination of formal flowerbeds
and the stunning acers (Acer pseudoplatanus 'Brilliantissimum') with their unique
shrimp-pink spring foliage.
There are various stone features, including an oriental lantern and statues of Sir
Jeffrey Hudson and Pan located in the gardens.
The perimeter of the site was strengthened with planting of more ornamental trees
and shrubs and herbaceous borders laid out around the outer path network. 500
groups of 12 plants formed the herbaceous borders, taller plants at the rear of the
border and lower plants towards the front. 
The rockery which used to show-case alpines is now displaying low growing
perennials and shrubs.
Due to disease and poor soil, the rose garden has been removed and there are
exciting plans to re-design the area in a more modern, sustainable manner.
Today the shelter has been removed with only pergolas remaining. Local college
students are working hard on recreating this area with an oriental theme in mind. It
will once again become an area to sit, view, reflect and enjoy.

The statue of Sir Jeffrey Hudson 
Short in stature, sure, but no less small in the tall tale he’s got to tell.
Though his presence raises a look of amused
interest, his history is no April Fool’s. Living a
challenging but colourful life given his height,
Sir Jeff spent much of his time during the
1600s enduring japes at royal court and a bout
of sword duelling, later enduring an unknown
amount of time bound in slavery.
His story is so impactful, it may have gone on
to influence the works of George R. R. Martin
and his creation of the medieval-inspired,
fantasy series, ‘A Song of Ice and Fire’. Sir
Jeffrey’s links to Folkestone may be unclear,
however his statue – which was found in a
council-purchased garden in 1923 and later
placed in Kingsnorth Gardens in 1928 – has
been there (with a few breaks) at the gardens
ever since.
As he continues to keep watch over the idyllic
space and passers-by, why not give him a nod
on your next visit through?
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Old Folkestone - Kingsnorth  Gardens

Both images show the pinnacles on the church tower so are probably 1960s or earlier.
The top is a photograph, the bottom is a lithograph by Alfred Robert Quinton
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  D.E. Sutton
Plumbing and Heating 
Systems Power Flushed

Gas Services - Property Maintenance
Darrell Sutton

Greenbanks, 304 Dover Road,
Folkestone, Kent CT19 6NZ
Telephone: 01303 226099

Mobile: 07986 807676

darrell.sutton@ntlworld.com
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HOUSE CLEARANCE

Complete houses cleared or single
items purchased

also
RUBBISH CLEARANCE

Houses - Lofts - Garages - Sheds
Garden Waste Cleared

7 Audley Road, Folkestone 
Kent  CT20 3QA

Telephone 01303 221050
Mobile  07785 594384
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17 Rendezvous Street
enough said

OCLEE & SON
-

JEWELLERS-
OFFICIAL SERVICE AGENTS FOR

Quality Jewellery,    New and Secondhand, 
Modern Silver Jewellery,    Specialist Repair Service

35 SANDGATE ROAD, FOLKESTONE CT20 1SD
Tel: (01303) 252654

email: contact@ocleeandson.co.uk
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W. J. Farrier & Son Ltd.
Funeral Directors

Independent Family Concern
Established 1948

24 Hour Personal Service
“Let our family help yours”

FOLKESTONE                                        DOVER
 37 Bouverie Road West                          161 London Road

       01303 245500                                       01304 201665
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The Real Ale Capital 
of Folkestone      

Nick and Dee 

Welcome you to their 
Warm and friendly atmosphere

With good beers and
Home cooked food

10 The Bayle, Folkestone,
Kent  CT20 1SQ
01303 251478

Estate and Letting Agents
Suite 8, Motis Business Centre, 
Cheriton High Street, CT19 4QJ

Tel:       01303 212020
Mobile: 07918 553761
Email:  Jamie.hennessy@motis-estates.com
Web:     www. motis-estates.com

Incorporating H. WALD & CO
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You can pay for Rendezvous (£12
for a subscription for 2024) and
other merchandise, or make a
donation by scanning this QR

code.


